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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 37649 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT: THE WORKING LUNCH ON THE 
TRAIN 

1 . THE ELYSEE HAS INFORMED US THAT GISCARD HAS NOW 
AGREED TO THE FORMAT OF A WORKING LUNCHEON ON THE TRAIN 
FROM NORMANDY IN WHICH THE TWO PRESIDENTS WOULD 
PARTICIPATE FROM THE OUTSET. THE TWO FIRST LADIES 
WOULD LUNCH TOGETHER IN A SEPARATE COMPARTMENT OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL CAR. 

2. ELYSEE STRESSED, HOWEVER, THAT GISCARD FEELS 
STRONGLY THAT THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE WORKING 
LUNCH SHOULD BE KEPT TO FOUR, OR AT MOST FIVE, FROM 
EACH SIDE. THUS GISCARD ASSUMES THAT, BESIDES 
PRESIDENT CARTER, THE SECRETARY, DR. BRZEZINSKI AND 
AMBASSADOR HARTMAN WOULD PARTICIPATE ON US SIDE. IF WE 
PRESSED HE WILL LIKELY AGREE TO FIFTH MEMBER SUCH AS 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST. REQUEST GUIDANCE RE US 
PARTICIPANTS. 

3. IT IS OUR ASSUMPTION, AS YET UNCONFIRMED, THAT 
GISCARD PLANS TO HAVE FOREIGN MINISTER GUIRINGAUD, 

ELYSEE SECRETARY GENERAL FRANCOIS-PONCET AND AMBASSADOR 
DE LABOULAYE SIT IN ON FRENCH SIDE. 
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